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On November 19, 1997, upset over an ex—boyfriend, Rebecca Falcon drank a large
amount of alcohol. Then she hailed a taxi with an 18—year—old friend. He had a
gun, and within minutes the driver lay dying of a gunshot wound. Each of the
teens later said the other had done the shooting. A jury found Falcon guilty of
murder. She was sentenced under Florida law to life in prison without the
possibility of parolex. (a)Now Falcon may be getting a second chance. The U.S.
Supreme Court ruled in June that sentences of life without parole for juveniles
convicted of murder are unconstitutional. Not everyone agrees with the U.S.
Supreme Court's decision, however. Kent Scheidegger works for the Criminal
Justice Legal Foundation, a victims' rights group. He fears it means that justice
won't be served in the most terrible cases. "There are some truly horrible crimes
committed by 17-year—olds, and those crimes deserve life without parole,"
Scheidegger says. In recent years the courts have increasingly viewed juveniles in
a different light from adults who commit violent crimes. The change is a result of
(B)several factors, including a recent sudden drop—off in a juvenile crime wave
across the country. Now, a desire to cut costs by reducing prison populations,
along with scientific views that teens' brains are not the same as adults, have also
contributed to a new step in juvenile justice.
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