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[Morning 1]

Korea forcibly signed an annexation treaty with Japan 100 years ago. Deprived of 

sovereignty during the next 35 years, many Koreans had to endure life that was 

little better than slavery. Today, the outrages continue to be well remembered. And 

quite a few victims are alive and recount the nightmarish life they had as laborers 

or as sexual slaves. Who can tell them to forget the bygone days and stop 

demanding compensation because the individual claims to Japan were allegedly 

abolished by the 1965 Korean-Japanese treaty on the normalization of relations? 

Earlier this month, Japan admitted for the first time that it went against the will of 

the Korean people when it annexed Korea a century ago. What nation in the world 

would have voluntarily surrendered its sovereignty in favor of colonization? Japan’s 

acknowledgement of forcible annexation was long overdue. Japan proposes to let 

bygones be bygones. But Korea finds it impossible to let its guard down until after 

Japan proves to be a trustworthy neighbor. This is not to say Korea should leave 

no room for anything other than cutthroat competition against Japan. On the 

contrary, real politick demands Korea and Japan rise above mutual disrespect and 

make earnest efforts to build up an economic partnership and keep regional peace 

as reliable neighbors. Sharing democracy and capitalism as part of their key values, 

Korea and Japan have much to do together in their pursuit of a regional 

community. On the eve of the 100th anniversary of forcibly signing the annexation 

treaty, the Korean people will have to keep the humiliation carved in stone. But the 

legacy should not deter them from promoting cooperation with Japan. 

Qustions

1. What is the Japanese view on their enforced annexation of Korea in the 

past in this passage?

2. What do you think of the Japanese apology to Korea on their forcible 

annexation of Korea?

3. What happened in the history between Korea and Japan in 1965? (What do 

you think of the Korean government's decision of abolishing the individual  

claims to Japan?)

4. What is your idea for the desirable future for both countries, Korea and 

Japan?

5. What are the roles of Korea and Japan you'd like them to play in Asia in 

future?



[Morning 2]

What is meant by the term "multiculturalism"? There are many interpretations, 

the most prominent being that it is "a multitude of cultures," or "diversity." 

The former often has a somewhat negative connotation, with the latter having 

a more harmonious vibration. To think of multiculturalism as simply a multitude 

of cultures is often to imply a lack of unification -- segregation in the beliefs 

and value systems of particular groups, but with toleration at best. Whereas 

diversity pertains to a more integrated society -- one in which we are 

encouraged to learn about each other with respect, understanding, and 

tolerance. Traditionally Koreans tend to follow a kind of collectivism, residual 

of a long history of Confucianism. Surprisingly, their thought on foreigners 

and the subject of multiculturalism can leave them poles apart, and it's not 

necessarily just different generations that uphold different views. Koreans open 

the floodgates to globalization, and to some that is the biggest foreseeable 

threat; a gradual collapse of their long upheld conservatism, their tradition, 

their culture. Koreans sometimes feel threatened by other culture's impact on 

their culture. It is necessary that Koreans open to the integration of foreigners 

into their society as much as they are keen to observe British or Americans 

from the outside. Since the beginning of mass immigration, Britain's 

transformation into a multicultural society has taken over half century. Korea 

has developed at an amazingly rapidly pace during that same period. It seems 

that multiculturalism is only just around the corner.

Questions                    

1. What are the negative and positive interpretations on multiculturalism in this 

passage?

2. With the trend of globalization, what is the biggest concern in the Korean 

society in this passage? 

3. Would you like Korea to be more or less multicultural? 

4. What are the advantages and disadvantages of being a multicultural 

   society?

5. If you want to immigrate, which country would you like to migrate?       

Why?



[Afternoon 1]

A fair society is a society where the powerful, the rich do not make false 

residence registration to purchase properties or to enter their children to better 

schools. President Lee Myung-bak offered his definition and outlined basic norms 

for the bureaucratic community in a meeting at the Blue House Sunday afternoon. 

The president’s grand vision of “fair society,” was embarrassingly marred by the 

disclosures of reproachable activities involving some of his Cabinet nominees in a 

reshuffle last month. The case of the foreign minister’s daughter, which might 

have been a “passable episode” in the past, is intolerable in a fair society, Lee 

noted. Although the President’s exhortation in the Sunday meeting was focused 

on the behavioral aspects of “the more blessed” in our society, discussions 

included how to support the underprivileged through cheap loans and other 

welfare programs. The past two and a half years in power taught the President 

where his government should be headed in the remaining years. The fall and rise 

of support shown in the two most recent sets of elections must have convinced 

the President to go his own way. President Lee is not alone in feeling the deep 

egalitarian sentiment among the Korean public. His now apparent pursuit of a 

center-left course may be a necessary choice to halt the furthering of social 

divides in our country. Yet, he should beware that there also are rising 

apprehension about temptations of populism that will have terrible consequences.

Questions                    

1. What is the definition of a "fair society" in this passage? 

What is your own definition of a fair society?

2. What interrupted the President's vision of fair society, according to the 

   passage? 

3. What do you think of the President's pursuit of a center-left course of   

   economic policies?

4. Do you think Korea has become more and more an egalitarian society?   

If so, why? If not, why?

5. What do you usually do when you are treated unfairly?



[Afternoon 2]

The iPhone has revolutionized telecommunications. It has also become the most 

effective tool in human history to mollify a fussy toddler, much to the delight of 

parents reveling in their new-found freedom to have a conversation in a 

restaurant or roam the supermarket aisles in peace. But just as adults have a 

hard time putting down their iPhones, so the device is now the toy of choice 

for many 1-, 2- and 3-year-olds. It is a phenomenon that is attracting the 

attention and concern of some childhood development specialists. Jill Etesse, a 

mother of two daughters, ages 3 and 8, believes her younger daughter is 

further along in vocabulary, reading and spelling than her older daughter was at 

the same age, and she attributes this progress to the iPhone and iPad. But 

Jane Healy, an educational psychologist in Colorado, said: "Any parent who 

thinks a spelling program is educational for that age is missing the whole idea 

of how the preschool brain grows. What children need at that age is whole 

body movement, the manipulation of lots of objects and not some opaque 

technology. You’re not learning to read by lining up the letters in the word 

‘cat’. You’re learning to read by understanding language, by listening. Here’s 

the parent busily doing something and the kid is playing with the electronic 

device. Where is the language? There is none." Tovah Klein, the director of the 

Barnard Center for Toddler Development at Columbia University in New York, 

worries that fixation on the iPhone screen every time a child is out and about 

with parents will limit the child’s ability to experience the wider world.

 

Questions                                

1. What  are the two different views on using the iPhone in this passage?

2. How has the technology (iPhone) changed society? How has it changed 

the way we spend our time?

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using technology in our 

life?

4. How will human society change if a technology (iPhone) takes its        

place in many people's roles? 

5. Would you like live in a world controlled by technologies? 

   Why or why not?


